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the past and the present have made note-
worthy inroads in expanding opportunities and
creating greater equality for Michigan women.
Tonight at the Sixteenth Annual Michigan
Women’s Hall of Fame Awards Dinner, each
of these individuals will be recognized for their
significant contributions. I would like to con-
gratulate the 10 new Hall of Fame members
and thank them for blazing a trail for women
to follow in future.

Contemporary Honorees include writer and
humanist Doris DeDeckere; nature columnist
Margaret Drake Elliot; Elizabeth Homer, who
has fought for educational and professional
equality for women; and Sister Ardeth Platte,
who has committed her life to social justice
and eliminating violence

Historical Honorees include Patricia Bee-
man, a member of the Southern African Lib-
eration Committee, who fought to educate
Michiganites on apartheid in South Africa; the
first woman minister in the United States,
Olympia Brown, the first woman to head the
Detroit Police Department’s Women’s Division,
Eleonore Hutzel; dietitian, writer and child ad-
vocate Ella Eaton Kellogg; and Emily Burton
Ketcham, a Grand Rapids woman who fought
for women’s right to vote.

Dr. Peter T. Mitchell, President of Albion
College, was recognized with the Phillip A.
Hart Award for his contributions nationally to
improving educational opportunities for
women.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2) to send more
dollars to the classroom and for certain
other purposes:

Mr. FORBES. Madam Chairman, efforts to
achieve gender equity have made herculean
strides in the past 25 years, but now is not the
time to look back with nostalgia and congratu-
late ourselves on how far we’ve come. We
must look to how far we still have to go to en-
sure that everyone has equal access to the
opportunities presented by the 21st century,
as well as the means to meet the challenges
of the new economy. The Women’s Edu-
cational Equity Act is a key to unlock that
door. The Act has focused on combating gen-
der bias in the classroom, and provided funds
to programs that train teachers and supply in-
structional materials to encourage girls to pur-
sue careers and instruction in those areas that
will drive our commerce in the future—math,
science, engineering and technology.

Since the implementation of the act in 1974,
girls have improved in areas such as math
and science, but they have been left behind in
learning the technological skills needed to
compete in tomorrow’s economy. The new
global economy demands these skills. Tech-
nological literacy is essential for success in
the workforce. Next year, 65 percent of jobs
will require some technological skills. Why,
then, do a very small percentage of girls take
computer science courses? Of the girls that do
participate in computer classes, they tend to

cluster in lower-end data entry and word proc-
essing classes. Boys, on the other hand, con-
tinue on to higher-skill, more challenging com-
puter courses such as computer programming
and problem-solving. We cannot afford, as a
nation, to waste such a precious resource in
this way.

The trend in educational initiatives is to give
every student access to a computer and the
Internet by the year 2000. These computers
and the Information Highway have become as
essential to the learning process as pencils
and paper. We must ensure that girls in the
classroom are equal partners in these oppor-
tunities and that teachers recognize and en-
courage their participation in technological
training.

While steps have been made in narrowing
the gender gap, girls and young women still
encounter barriers in the classroom. Congress
has an obligation to ensure that all students
attain the highest standards and obtain the re-
sources and tools needed to succeed in the
new millennium. I urge my colleagues to vote
in favor of including this act as an amendment
to the Student Results Act, H.R. 2.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Mr. Guillermo Estevez, Director
of the New Jersey Office of the International
Rescue Committee, for 20 years of dedicated
service, and to congratulate him on his retire-
ment from the organization.

From volunteer to Director, Mr. Estevez has
had a remarkable career with the International
Rescue Committee, Inc. Mr. Estevez and IRC
provided assistance to more than 25,000 refu-
gees from all over the world in the quest for
freedom.

Since his arrival in the United States in
1979, Mr. Estevez has been a pro-active lead-
er in the human rights struggle in Cuba. A po-
litical prisoner himself, who served more than
20 years in the jails of Communist Cuba, Mr.
Estevez has firsthand knowledge of the fla-
grant disregard for civil and human rights on
the island.

Over the years, Mr. Estevez has spear-
headed many marches and demonstrations
against the Communist Regime in Cuba.
Through the streets of New York City, Los An-
geles, Washington, DC, Miami, Tampa, New
Orleans, and various cities in my home State
of New Jersey, Mr. Estevez has been instru-
mental in shining a light on the too often over-
shadowed abuses in Cuba.

In Mr. Estevez’s fight for a free and demo-
cratic Cuba, he founded, organized, and
served as first General Coordinator of the
Cuban Civic Committee. Mr. Estevez’s efforts
were rewarded when he was recently named
to the Free Cuba Task Force by the Governor
of the State of New Jersey.

Mr. Estevez was the first Hispanic member
of the Board of Trustees of the New Jersey
State Prison Complex and was a member of

the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Committee of the
Hudson County Human Services Advisory
Committee.

For his remarkable contributions to the fight
against civil and human rights violations, spe-
cifically in regard to the fight against the
Cuban Communist Regime, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Mr.
Estevez on a truly exceptional career and to
wish him luck in all his future endeavors.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with an
overwhelming sense of pride that I now rise to
pay tribute to a truly historic event in the proud
and distinguished history of the great State of
Colorado: the establishment of the Black Can-
yon of the Gunnison National Park.

As the House sponsor of legislation that re-
designated the Black Canyon as a national
park, it gives me great joy to describe for this
esteemed body’s record the beauty of this
truly majestic place. In addition, I would like to
offer my gratitude to a community of individ-
uals instrumental in the long process that ulti-
mately yielded the establishment of the Black
Canyon of the Gunnison National Park.

Mr. Speaker, anyone who has visited the
Black Canyon can attest to its awe-inspiring
natural beauty. Named for the dark rock that
makes up its sheer walls, the Black Canyon is
largely composed of what geologists call base-
ment rocks, the oldest rocks on the earth esti-
mated at 1.7 billion years old. With its narrow
openings, sheer walls, and scenic gorges that
plunge 2000 feet into the clear blue majesty of
the Gunnison River, the Black Canyon is a
natural crown jewel second to none in its mag-
nificent splendor. Though other canyons may
have greater depth or descend on a steeper
course, few combine these attributes as
breathtakingly as does the Black Canyon.

If ever there was a place worthy of the pres-
tigious status that only national park status
can afford, Mr. Speaker, it is the Black Can-
yon. But as you know, national parks don’t just
happen. In this case, it took nearly 15 years,
several Congressional Representatives and
Senators, innumerable locally elected officials,
and a virtual sea of committed citizens in
western Colorado.

Included in this group are the good people
of Paonia, Colorado. During this long and at
times difficult process, Paonia’s civic leaders
have given tirelessly and beyond measure in
the hopes of making the Black Canyon a na-
tional park. Again and again these great
Americans rose to the challenge, doing every-
thing in their power to fulfill this dream. With-
out Paonia’s leadership and perseverance,
none of what we have accomplished would
have ever been possible.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I give my
thanks to the people of Paonia who played a
leading role in making the Black Canyon of
the Gunnison National Park a wonderful reality
for Colorado, America, and the world to enjoy.
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